Transition metal-free generation of N-unsubstituted imines from benzyl azides: synthesis of N-unsubstituted homoallylic amines.
An efficient transition metal-free approach for the generation of N-unsubstituted imines from azides followed by trapping with allyl nucleophile to provide N-unsubstituted homoallylic amines has been described. Although catalytic KO(t)Bu in DMSO is sufficient to allow imine generation, stoichiometric KO(t)Bu is essential in THF. Further, an enantio- and diastereoselective synthesis of homoallylic amines from benzyl azide has also been exemplified.